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Summary: Based on an actual memoir 
written by Maritcha Remond Lyons, who 
was born and raised in New York City, 
this story tells what it was like to be a 
black child born free during the days of 
slavery. Everyday experiences are 
interspersed with hight-point moments, 
such as visiting the U.S.’s first world’s 
fair. Also included are the Draft Riots of 
1863, when Maritcha and her siblings 
fled to Brooklyn while her parents 
stayed behind to protect their home.  

Book Type:  Biography 
 
Setting and Time Period: New York City, 19th 
Century 
 
Subjects:  New York City, Draft Riots of 1863, 
Civil War, Free African Americans 
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Title: The Five Points in 1859. View 
taken from the corner of Worth & Little 
Water Street 
Created/Published: [1860] 
Book Notes: Maritcha’s first home was 
in this neighborhood 
 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006677419/ 

 

Title: The American national game of 
base ball. Grand match for the 
championship at the Elysian Fields, 
Hoboken, N.J. / lith. of Currier & Ives, 
1866 
Created/Published: 1866 
Book Notes: (early memory – p12)  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/90708565/ 

 

Title: Birds eye view of the New York 
Crystal Palace and environs 
 
Book Notes: Maritcha and family visit 
fair – p.13)  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003679942/ 

 

Title: Interior view of the New York 
Crystal Palace for the exhibition of the 
industry of all nations, 1853. 
Creator(s): Nagel & Weingärtner,  
Date Created/Published: New York : 
Goupil & Co., c1853. 
 Book Notes: (see above) 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003656950/ 



 

 

Title: American sketches: A Negro 
congregation at Washington 
Date Created/Published: 1876. 
Book Notes:  This illustration is on p.15 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006683360/ 

 

Title: The Frederick Douglass Papers  
Book Notes: Douglas is mentioned on 
p.16  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/doughtml/dou
ghome.html 

 

 

Title: Broadway, New York: From the 
western union telegraph building looking 
north 
Creator(s): Currier & Ives. 
Date Created/Published: [New York] : 
Currier & Ives, 1875. 
 Book Notes: similar picture on p.19 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/90713006/ 

 

Title: The National Colored Convention 
in session at Washington, D.C. / 
sketched by Theo. R. Davis. 
Date Created/Published: 1869. 
Book Notes: this picture appears on 
p.21 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/90715756/ 

 

Title: From Slavery to Civil Rights  
 
Book Notes: Teacher Page Activity – 
can be used to connect with discussion 
of Underground Railroad on p.22 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterial
s/presentationsandactivities/presentations/civil-

rights/  

 

Title: John Jay, et al. to Abraham 
Lincoln, Telegram reporting draft riot in 
New York -from Abraham Lincoln 
Papers 
Date Created/ Published: Monday, July 
13, 1863  

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mal&fileName=mal1/247/

2478300/malpage.db&recNum=0 

 

Title: George Opdyke, et al. to Abraham 
Lincoln, Tuesday, July 21, 1863 
Telegram concerning conscription in 
New York - from Abraham Lincoln 
Papers) 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mal&fileName=mal1/250/

2504900/malpage.db&recNum=0 

 

Title: Sheridan Shook to Joseph J. 
Lewis, Wednesday, July 15, 1863 (New 
York draft riot from Abraham Lincoln 
Papers)  

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mal&fileName=mal1/248/

2487000/malpage.db&recNum=0 

 

Title: Abraham Lincoln, Saturday, 
August 15, 1863 (Draft of Proclamation) 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mal&fileName=mal1/256/

2562100/malpage.db&recNum=0 



 

 

Title:  Homes of the Rioters 
(Sketchbook) Finished and detailed 
sketch of dwellings in the Five Points 
area of Manhattan. 
On verso, "On the 13th of July not a 
single thief was left in the Five Points.-
Capt. John Jourden, 6th ward 
Metropolitan Police." 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/cwnyhs:@field(DOCID+

@lit(ai01013)) 

 

Title: The riots at New York - The 
rioters burning and sacking the colored 
orphan asylum.  
Date Created / Published:  Illus. in: 
Harper's weekly, v. 7, no. 344 (1863 
August 1), p. 493. 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00650155/ 

 

Title: Rioters sacking the Brownstone 
Houses in New York. Reproduction of 
illustration in The New York Illustrated 
News, July 25, 1863. 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00652754/ 

 

Title:  N.Y.M. returning over South 
Mtn. New York Militia returning to New 
York City to quell draft riots. Alfred 
Waud, 1863. 
Date Created/ Published:  Published in: 
Harpers Weekly, August 15, 1863, p. 
520. 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004660051/ 

 

Title: New York (City) - Draft riot, 1863: 
"Charge of the police at the Tribune 
office"] Wood engraving in Harper's 
Pict. Hist. of the Civil War, p. 653 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006688448/ 

 

Title: The meeting of the friends, City 
Hall Park. [New York, July 1863]. 
Caricature of Gov. Seymour's City Hall 
speech July 14, 1863.; Seymour, 
Horatio.; Cartoon.(An American time 
Capsule)  
Created Published: New York, 1863. 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/h?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMB

ER+@band(rbpe+12402900)) 

 

Title: The great riots of New York, 1712 
to 1873, including a full and complete 
account of the Four Days' Draft Riot of 
1863/ by Hon. J. T. Headley. Note: 
Includes multiple chapters on 1873 riots. 
Also includes several illustrations. 
 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/afj8079.000
1.001/3?page=root;size=100;view=image 



 

 

Title: The metropolitan police: their 
services during riot week. Their 
honorable record.  
Creator:  David M. Barnes. 
Date Created/ Published:  New York, 
Baker & Godwin, 1863 Book from 
Nineteenth Century in Print  

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/AFJ8114.0
001.001/1 

 

Title: Report of the Committee of 
merchants for the relief of colored 
people, suffering from the late riots in 
the city of New York.  
Date Created/ Published: New York, G. 
A. Whitehorne, printer, 1863. (from 
African American Perspectives)   

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/murraybib:@field(NUM

BER+@band(lcrbmrp+t2207)): 

 

Title: "My friends." When in July 1863, 
the City of New York was under the 
reign of a mob, when stores were closed 
... at such a time when no man felt safe 
... then Horatio Seymour the candidate 
of the McClellan Confederate peace 
deomcracy for Governor.  
Date Created/ Published: NY, 1863. 
(Broadside from American Time 
Capsule) 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/h?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMB

ER+@band(rbpe+12403700)) 

 

Title: City of New York / sketched and 
drawn on stone by C. Parsons. New 
York :  
Date Created/Published:  N. Currier, 
c1856. (Birds Eye map of NY made 
several years before the Draft Riots.) 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/90715981/ 

 

Title: Come in and prevent the draft! 
[Poster] Interesting c.1863 poster. 
 
Date Created/Published: ca. 1863 
 
 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/cwnyhs:@field(DOCID+

@lit(ac03105)) 

 

Title: First Metropolitan Cavalry! This is 
the last chance to join a cavalry reg't 
prior to the draft! Recruits wanted to fill 
up Company A. of the Regiment. 
Date Created/ Published:  Baker & 
Godwin, NY. ca. 1863. (Another 1863 
poster) 
 
 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/cwnyhs:@field(DOCID+

@lit(ac03123)) 



 

Links to Materials Beyond the 
Library of Congress 

  

Web site Title: New York Divided: Slavery and 
the Civil War (Navigate to Unit 3; Who 
Will Fight the War for a downloadable 
pdf) 

Virtual Exhibit: 
http://www.nydivided.org/VirtualExhibit/  

Web site Title: Mr. Lincoln and New York: The 
1863 Draft Riots (Includes map of Draft 
Riots and many images) 

http://www.mrlincolnandnewyork.org/inside.a
sp?ID=91&subjectID=4 

 

 
 


